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1. Introduction and the state of art , O. Denert, MOT 

2. What can we learn from empirical observation? 

The case of Öresund, D. Svär, Scane Region 

3. Cross border observation at the German federal level : 

the experience of Bundesinstitut für Bau-, Stadt- und 

Raumforschung (BBSR), V. Schmidt Seiwert 

4.  Panel and discussion 

 

 

 

What can we learn from 

 statistical observation ? 



 

 

 

 

 

Plan of the presentation 

3 

 

1. Introduction and Context 

2. Presentation of the Nancy Initiative and process 

of cross border strategic committee on 

observation 

3.  Which links between observation and cross 

 border public policies ?   

4. Observation of cross border commuting, a 

European map of data access 
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 How to lead efficient public 

policies on cross border 

territories if it remains impossible 

to understand their  interactions 

and behaviour 

 

 16 years ago, a pioneer  

 approach, the first at the national 

 level in 1999 with this map 
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Atlas of cross-border 

cooperation 
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• Experimental study on 

statistical observation of cross-

border conurbations, DATAR, 

2006 

 

• Study on statistical 

observation of cross-border 

areas, DATAR, 2010-2012 

 

1. Introduction and Context 
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Statement leading to the Nancy initiative 

 

- Dispersion of local approaches  

 

- Multiple obstacles to statistical observation  

 

- Topics invisible because unobserved  

 

- Problem of transforming the results of the observation into public 

policies: what appropriation and moving into action ? 

 

- Uncertain funding of local cross-border observation and paradox of the 

result indicators in the operational programmes 
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2. The Nancy initiative 

 

The Nancy initiative  

(10 December 2012)  

follows the conclusions of 

the studies  

 

Initiative of France to offer 

its neighbors a 

coordination on cross-

border observation 
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The cross-border strategic committee : 

 since July 2013 

            a political level 

  

 

 

The cross border technical workgroup :  
since december 2013 

           a technical level 
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2. The Nancy initiative 

Current actions 

 
1 Availability of data on job commuters on European borders 

 

2 Census of studies on cross-border observation and cross-border 

employment 

 

3. A feasibility study of a database on cross-border data  
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2. The Nancy initiative 

 

www.espaces-transfrontaliers.org/ 

comite-strategique-transfrontalier 

4 A web platform on cross-border 
observation: 

What can we learn from 

 statistical observation ? 
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3. Which links between observation 

and cross border public policies ?   

 A first case : the case where links are strong between 

observation and public policies : the example of French 

Belgian observatory for health 

 

A second case: an incomplete link between monitoring and a 

public policy : the example of housing observation in grand 

Genève 

 

A third case : no observation in spite of an important issue to 

do : the example of economic development  

What can we learn from 

 statistical observation ? 
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3. Which links between observation 

and cross border public policies ?   

 a first category : the cas  

where links are strong  

between observation and  

public policies : the 

example of French Belgian  

observatory for health 
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3. Which links between observation 

and cross border public policies ?   

 

What can we learn from 

 statistical observation ? 

A second category concerns an 

 incomplete link between monitoring and  

a public policy :  

Housing policy in Grand  

Geneva 



 

 

 

 

 

15 

3. Which links between observation 

and cross border public policies ?   

 

A third category : no observation in spite of an important issue to 

do : the example of economic development 

What can we learn from 

 statistical observation ? 



FRANCE 
(Toufflers) 

BELGIQUE 
(Estampuis) 

? 

? 



COUNTRY A COUNTRY B 

BORDER 

? 
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Panel : Which links between 

observation and cross border public 

policies ?   

 

 Brigitte Baccaïni : Commission for Territorial Equality (France) 

 

 Gyula Ocksay : Central European Service for Cross-Border 

Cooperation (Hungary) 

 

Daniel Svär : Unit for social analysis, Region Skåne (Sweden) 

 

Volker Schmidt Seiwert : Federal Institute for Research on Building, 

Urban Affairs and Spatial Development  (Germany) 
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Cross border observation and programmes 2014-2020 :   

- Observation is an essentiel basis to lead efficient public policies all over 

Europe 

- Result indicators in many OP will not be informed without a good cross 

border observation 

-Need of more funding for cross-border observation at different levels.  

 

 

Need of coordinate cross border observation at European level: 

- Enlargement of the CB strategic committee on observation to other States 

- European projects on CB observation : Interreg, INTERACT, ESPON … 

 

 

 

  

   

 

5. Conclusion 
What can we learn from 

 statistical observation ? 


