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Objectives - Monitoring and Tools
1. Contribute to the consolidation of the territorial knowledge base for
evidence-informed policy formulation and application

2. Support the preparation of effective territorial policy, strategy and
planning processes
3. Provide data, territorial indicators and tools usable for policy
makers and practitioners at all levels

4. Continuously assess and monitor territorial development dynamics
in relation to territorial policy objectives at European level
5. Ensure public access to the ESPON data and tools
6. Stimulate the use of indicators, data and tools provided by ESPON
7. Ensure compliance with European standards for spatial referencing
and storage of data

Themes and tools

Scientific Platform and Tools (Priority 3)
Fact and Figures
1. Number of projects

17

2. Tools / Guidelines

19

Within the 10 subsidy contracted projects:
1. Number of Calls launched

7

2. Number of Proposals submitted

45

3. Number of Research Partners

41

Within the 7 service contracted projects:
1. Number of actions

21

2. Number of partners involved

35

ESPON Database Portal
Aim:
•

Data storage comprising various spatial scales, thematic fields and
time series.

•

Data diffusion by a user-friendly interface and various types of
queries.

Input: Data from all ESPON projects and from European institutions
such as EUROSTAT and EEA
Scales: NUTS 0 to LAU 2, cities, grids
Coverage: EU28 + 4 + Western Balkan countries + TR, UKR
Target group: Researchers, policy makers and stakeholders at city,
regional and local level
Availability: via ESPON website – Tools and Maps
Link: http://database.espon.eu/

ETMS
Aim:
• European Territorial Monitoring System
• To continuously provide territorial evidence on key trends in
European regions, cities and towns in relation to European policy
orientations and objectives to policy development .
Input: Statistical and geographical information from ESPON projects,
Eurostat, ESPON Database
Scales: NUTS 2, NUTS 3, cities. When relevant also local and global
levels and macro-regions in Europe
Coverage: EU28 + 4 + when possible: Western Balkan countries + TR
Target group: Policy-makers
Timing: November 2014

CityBench
Aim:
• To support users in benchmarking one city against other cities in
issues such as demographic, economic and environmental
challenges.
• To analyse which cities are close to each other according to one or
more parameters, and to quick check urban conditions for attracting
investors and boost the development of the cities.
Input: Urban Audit (Eurostat), Indicators from the ESPON 2013
Database and real-time social media data (Twitters)
Scales: Larger Urban Zones (LUZ, Eurostat) (backbone)
Coverage: 171 LUZ plus Liechtenstein (NUTS 3)
Target group: Policy-makers and investors
Timing: July/August 2014
Link: http://citybench.espon.eu

Lessons learnt
• The Priority 3 projects contributed significantly to the ESPON
2013 Programme by providing useful “toolkits” to other projects
as well as to policy makers;

• The real strength of the monitoring and tools projects was that
they had a specific focus on a particular issue, which meant that
the research carried out was closely targeted.
• Furthermore, many policy makers considered the deliverables to
difficult to access and make use of in an easy and intuitive way;
• Consequently, the output of the monitoring and tools project
should be more concrete and easy to use and access

